
 

BANFF DAY June 16th to open with keynote 
from Minister of Canadian Heritage Steven 

Guilbeault followed by an International Media 
Leaders panel discussing the future of the 

industry 

 

 
The Banff World Media Festival is proud to announce that The Honourable Steven Guilbeault, 
Minister of Canadian Heritage, will open BANFF DAY with an exclusive In Conversation session 



on Tuesday, June 16 at 10am EDT.  Interviewed by Anja Karadeglija, Editor of The Wire Report, 
Minister Guilbeault will discuss pressing industry issues including the status of the Yale Report 
recommendations, COVID-19 recovery and Creative Export Canada.  
BANFF Day is the tentpole of the festival's robust online conference and B2B marketplace. With 
more than 2000 media industry professionals registered, BANFF is continuing to connect the 
nation’s creative industries with the world for essential discussion and thought leadership, 
productive virtual meetings and international export opportunities. 
 
"I am pleased to be taking part in BANFF's Virtual Edition," said Minister Guilbeault. "The 
screen-based, music, interactive and production businesses that make up the creative 
industries ecosystem have been greatly challenged in recent months. This sector remains 
essential to the Canadian economy, and I look forward to sharing my vision for the recovery and 
future of creative industries in Canada." 
 
Following Minister Guilbeault's keynote on BANFF Day, the International Media Leaders panel 
will take place at 11:00 a.m. EDT featuring Kevin Beggs, Chairman of Lionsgate Television 
Group, Sandra Dewey, President Business Operations and Productions, HBO Max, TNT, TBS & 
truTV, Danna Stern, Managing Director of Yes Studios and Catherine Tait, President and CEO 
of CBC/Radio Canada. The session will be moderated by Manori Ravindran, International 
Editor, Variety.  
 
Entitled Media Leaders 2020: the path forward, this panel will discuss navigating the current 
business landscape, and strategies for future progress. In the midst of all the current 
uncertainty, how are these visionaries maintaining productive and supportive work 
environments? How are they effecting and supporting change, and how are they positioning 
their organizations to maximize success? 
 
“We are honoured to have Minister Guilbeault open this year's online conference to discuss 
important issues and show the Canadian government's support for this country’s producers, 
creators, content providers and media businesses,” said Jenn Kuzmyk, BANFF Executive 
Director. “The international media industry has great power, but also a responsibility. We look 
forward to the important conversation that will take place on the Media Leaders panel. It is sure 
to be a provocative and inspiring conversation with real take-away to help our industry navigate 
one of the most challenging periods in modern history." 

 
 
 


